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“The Drawbacks of Using Metaphor for Non-Arabic Speakers: The
"Kitaab al-Kitaab'" Series as a Model”

Researcher:
Dr. Dima Nowwara

Independent researcher

Abstract:

The educational series Kitaab al-Kitaab (Brostad, Al-Tunisi, and Al-Batal, 2011) represents one of the most important series
that have spread in both the Arab and Western worlds. It is a crucial resource for teaching Arabic to non-native speakers.
The series made a significant academic effort in utilizing various language levels and skills; however, it neglected the
semantic-figural level in the design of its overall curriculum, which forms the basis of this research. The aim of the study is
threefold: First, to identify the metaphorical expressions in the Kitaab al-Kitaab series and classify them into types of
metaphor (synecdoche, mental metaphor, simile, metonymy); second, to critique the series for neglecting to address metaphor
and its crucial role in the learning, teaching, and production processes, resulting in the absence of a rhetorical lesson in the
curriculum as a whole, which is the central focus of this research; and third, to utilize these examples to present different
contexts for creating linguistic and metaphorical diversity, which can be beneficial in developing a metaphorical lesson for
non-native Arabic speakers.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Metaphor, Teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, Critique, Kitaab al-Kitaab series.
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